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2018 FUERZA PETIT VERDOT
BALLARD CANYON, SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

100% Petit Verdot
84 Cases Produced

RUBEN SOLORZANO MATT DEES

DREW PICKERING
Vineyard Manager Winemaker

Associate Winemaker

VINTAGE RUMINATIONS
The magic of the 2018 harvest really began to appear in mid-August when the temperatures cooled
again and basically remained sunny, mild and in the eighties for the remainder of the harvest season.
The ripening from veraison to harvest occurred under absolutely picture perfect conditions. This long
and slow harvest allowed for beautiful phenological ripening without the abrupt rise in sugar and
corresponding dramatic drop in acidity that can result from typical heat spikes.

The harvest at JONATA was tremendous and began on September 15, 2018 with sangiovese and merlot
being the only grapes brought in that month. The rainfall at the estate from the early October event was
minimal. It basically acted to remove the dust from the clusters. The Jonata harvest was roughly 2
weeks later than in 2017 with slow and even ripening throughout. The large majority of red fruit was
picked from October 10 through October 26 under clear blue skies.

2018 is one of those rare vintages (unicorn vintages, if you will...) when yields are healthy and quality is
exceptional. The white wines are velvet in texture and absolutely full of tension and energy. The reds are
defined by subtlety and elegance. They are a pleasure to taste. They appear to be similar to the 2017
reds with that same complexity and charm. These are very exciting wines. — Matt Dees Winemaker

ON THE WINE

Black plum and Asian five spice. The most aromatically captivating wine in the lineup. Startling. Stops
you in your tracks. Everything is purple and black and perfumed. Tantalizing play between sweet, spicy
and savory. As always, a soulful and sincere expression of this often misunderstood grape. Not lacking

tannins, but rather enhanced by their surprising suppleness. Elegant, complex and graceful. Soy,

balsamic, mulberry, white peppercorn and black tea. Fresh and refined. Invigorating finish with spirited

acidity, fine and powdery structure and the essence of candied blackberry. 100% whole cluster petit

verdot..what did you expect? — Matt Dees Winemaker

ACCOLADES
95 POINTS Antonio Galloni Vinous August 2020

93 - 95 POINTS Jeb Dunnuck jebdunnuck.com August 2020
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