
BALLARD CANYON, SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

WINEMAKER NOTES

A supercharged, perfumed and energetic vintage for the 
cabernet franc at JONATA. It walks the delicate line 
between brooding black fruit and cooling green herbs 
with grace and confidence. Verdant notes of sage and 
rosemary are counterbalanced beautifully by cassis, 
blackberry and cacao. The essence of crushed stone. On 
the attack, the wine is endowed with dense, muscular 
and chewy blackberry. Menthol and black cherry. 
Lurking underneath the beautiful fruit expression, the 
tannins are powerful yet ultimately defined by finesse. 
Dried herb and saline nuances. This is a serious Alma 
that shines today but will also no doubt enter into a 
lovely cocoon in the cellar and emerge as a butterfly in a 
few years time. I can't recall another Alma with this 

much intensity, complexity and ultimate pleasure.  

     - Winemaker, Matt Dees

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Cases: 181

Blend:

90% Cabernet Franc (cl. 327, 332)

10% Merlot (cl. 181, 314)

Alcohol: 14.1%

Appellation: Ballard Canyon, Santa Ynez Valley

Barrel Regime: 50% new French oak, 50% used 

French oak (225L)

RUBEN SOLÓRZANO
Vineyard Manager

MATT DEES
Winemaker

DREW PICKERING
Associate Winemaker

2020 EL ALMA DE JONATA  CABERNET FRANC

JONATA.COM  |  805.564.8581 

ACCOLADES

98 POINTS June 2022

Antonio Galloni

Vinous 

97+ POINTS August 2022

Jeb Dunnuck
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 “The Soul”


